. ' Serial No.: 10/680,814 

Reply to Office Action of September 22, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application, where added material is shown in underlined type , deleted material is shown in 
strik e out typ e: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Original) A method for securing a structure comprising the steps of: 
positioning a brace against said structure; 

detecting a load on said brace at a load sensing member; and 

disabling a controller if it is determined from said load that a portion of said structure will 
collapse if said brace is removed. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
disabling a second controller if it is determined that an operator is present in a zone of 

danger. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said structure is a ceiling of an 
excavated cavity. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said load sensing member is a load 
sensing pin. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein said load sensing member is a pressure 
sensor coupled to a hydraulic system. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein all of said load is transmitted through 
sasid load sensing member. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 
disabling a second controller if it is determined that an operator is present in a zone of 
danger, wherein said structure is a ceiling of an excavated cavity, wherein said load 
sensing member is a load sensing pin, and wherein all of said load is transmitted through 
said load sensing member. 

8. (Original) A structural bracing system comprising: 
a brace configures to be positioned against a structure; 

a load sensing member configured to detect a load on said brace; and 
a control disabling unit configured to disable a controller if it is determined from said 
load that a portion of said structure will collapse if said brace is removed. 

9. (Original) The structural bracing system of claim 8 further comprising: 
a second control disabling unit configured to disable a second controller if it is 

determined that an operator is present in a zone of danger. 

10. (Original) The structural bracing system of claim 8 wherein said structure is a 
ceiling of excavated cavity. 

1 1 . (Original) The structural bracing system of claim 8 wherein said load sensing 
member is a load sensing pin. 

12. (Original) The structural bracing system of claim 8 wherein said load sensing 
member is a pressure sensor coupled to a hydraulic system. 
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13. (Original) The structural bracing system of claim 8 wherein all of said load is 
transmitted through said load sensing member. 

14. (Original) The structural bracing system of claim 8 further comprising: 
a second control disabling unit configured to disable a second controller if it is 

determined that an operator is present in a zone of danger, wherein said structure is a ceiling of 
an excavated cavity, wherein said load sensing member is a load sensing pin, and wherein all of 
said load is transmitted through said load sensing member. 

15. (Canceled). 

16. (Canceled). 

17. (Canceled). 

18. (Canceled). 

19. (Canceled). 

20. (Canceled). 

21. (Canceled). 
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